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F1 seedlings arising from crosses of sugar beets, Beta vulgaris L., with each of the 

three species, Beta procumbens Chr. Sm., B. patellar is Mocj., and B. webbiana Moq., do 
not survive beyond the seedling stage. Stewart (2)"' obtained several hundred of the 
hybrid seedlings but was able to grown  only  a single plant, B. vulgaris X B. 
procumbens,  to  maturity. 

There is interest among sugar beet breeders in making inter-specific hybrids   with   
these   wild   species,   since   these   species   appear   to   be   immune 

 
Figure 1.—Comparisons of leaves of sugar beet, Beta procumbens, and their hybrid. 

The two leaves at the upper left are sugar beet and B. procumbens, respectively.   The 
others are from the interspecies hybrid. 
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158 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF SUGAR BEET TECHNOLOGISTS 

 
Figure 2.—Hybrids of sugar beet X Beta procumbens.   The graft union of the 

plant on right- can be seen just above the soil level. 
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Figure 4.—Left (A), inflorescence of species hybrid, sugar beet X B. procumbens. 

Right (B), flowers of species hybrid, sugar beet X B. procumbens.   These flowers closely 
resemble those of sugar beets. 

 


