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In 1991 and 1992, Minn-Dak Farmers Cooperative conducted a survey to evaluate the extent and
scope of the sugarbeet root maggot (Tetanops myopaeformis Réder) in the southern end of the
Red River Valley. Objectives of the survey were to determine sugarbeet root maggot (SBRM)
adult fly emergence and activity. Secondly, to identify times of peak populations (largest
number of adults trapped/day). Fields were selected based on past history of SBRM pressure.
Three sticky stake traps/field located approximately 100 to 200 yards apart on the edge of the
field. Adult fly counts were recorded once/week and 2 to 3 days/week in 1991 and 1992
respectively, starting May 1st to July 8th. Adult fly emergence and activity began to increase
towards the end of May, 1991 in all locations. Time period for peak fly population occurred
on June 3, 1991 followed by a second peak on June 17, 1991. Cool, windy conditions slowed
the buildup of fly activity in 1992. Early flushes of adult files emerged starting June 8.
Emergence continued through June 14 followed by a single population peak during the period
of June 15 through June 17, 1992. Fly activity gradually decreased by June 18 although, small
numbers continued to emerge from old beet fields through early July. This survey does not
necessarily indicate where maggots are located. Several fields were observed having maggot
pressure where there was little or no fly activity based on sticky stake traps.
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