WILSON, ROBERT G.!*, ERIC D. KERR, AND PAUL PROVANCE, University of

Nebraska, 4502 Avenue I, Scottsbluff, NE 69361. - Growth and Development of Qil-

Radish and Yellow Mustard Trap Crops in Nebraska.
Growth and development of two varieties of oil-radish and one variety of yellow mustard were
compared when planted every 15 days beginning April 1 and ending September 15. For each
5 C increase in soil temperature from April 1 to August 1 there was a 10 cm increase in trap
crop height when crop height was measured 6 weeks after planting and planting occurred every
15 days beginning April 1. Although oil-radish and yellow mustard seeds would germinate and
grow when planted from April 1 to September 15, maximum plant growth was observed when
trap crops were planted between June 15 and August 15. The period of maximum plant growth
corresponds to the period when average soil temperature at 15 cm was greater than 20 C.
When oil-radish and yellow mustard were planted between April 15 and August 15 and
harvested at flowering, percent protein and in vitro dry matter digestibility ranged from 13 to
17% and 64 to 79%, respectively.
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