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Sugarbeet production is a new industry to the Klamath Basin of Southern Oregon and Northern' 
California. The region has a high desert climate characterized by a short growing season with warm 
days and cool nights. Because sugarbeet yields are limited by the short growing season, it was, 
assumed that early stand establishment would result in increased yields; although, it was further 
assumed that stand establishment would be more difficult under the cool, wet conditions typical in~ 
early spring. To test these assumptions, a series of sugarbeet planting date experiments were' 
conducted from 1991 to 1993 at Klamath FaIls, Oregon and Tulelake, California to determine the 
effect of date of planting on beet and sugar yields. While the sugar percentage in the beets was 
unaffected by planting date, beet yields declined with each delay in planting. Beet yield, total sugar 
production per acre and gross profits dropped 1.75 T/A, 660 Ib/A and $100/A respectfully for each 
week planting was delayed after May 1. Studies with varied plant populations, conducted in 1994 
demonstrated that growers may be better off with poor stands established early in the season than with 
good, replanted stands established three weeks later in the season. 
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