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A new report of Rhizomania and other furoviruses infecting sugar beet in 
Minnesot a: part 1. field observations. 

Several sugar beet fields in the Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar 
Cooperative groWing area showed patches of unusual pale greenish-yellow 
foliage in early August that did not r esemble other known disorders. The roots 
from these areas showed various degrees of sprangling, sttmtlng, and 
proliferation of feeder roots . Serological evaluations of suspect roots sh owed 
positive infection of Rhizomania , caused by th e b eet n ecrotic yellow vein virus 
(BNYVV) and other furovinlses. The distribution of infected fields was n ot 
isolated to any general area, which indicates that the virus h as been present 
and m ultiplying in previous sugar beet crops . Severity of infection ranged from 
mild symptoms with near normal yields and sugar content to moderate to 
severe root stunting and low sugar content. 
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