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• Agriculture in U.S. 
j economy 

• ARS Organization 
• Mission of ARS 
• The program 

planning cycle 

• Information 
dissemination & 
technology transfer 
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Agriculture in U.S. Economy 


• 	 16% of the $9 trillion 
U.S. gross domestic 

W product 

• 	 17% of employed 

• 	 8% of U.S. exports in 

1999 


• 	 2% U.S. workforce 

on farms 
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Research, Education, and 
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"Our mission is to conduct 
research to develop and transfer 

~ 	 solutions to agricultural problems 
of high national priority and 
provide information access and 
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Agricultural Research 


Service 

• 	 7,000 employees • Intr'amural 

.... Research • 2,000 scientists 
(,) 

• 	 Farm to tabl'e • 100+ laboratory locations 

research scope • $900 million annual 

• 	22 National budget 

programs • Partnerships with 
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International Locations 
'. 

• 	Montpell ier, 
France 

.... • Buenos Ai res,
0'1 

Argentina 
• 	Pan~ma City, 


Pari'ama 

• Brisbane, 


Austral:i a 

I.'~ 

• 	Beij~ng, China 



www.ars.usda.gov ARS National Programs 


Animal Producti,on Natural Resources Crop Production 


Plant, Microbial & Insect 
Germplasm Conservation 
& Development 

Plant Biological & 
Molecular Processes 

Pilant Diseases 

Crop Protection & 
Quarantine 

Crop Production 

New Uses, Quality & 
Marketability of Plant & 
Animal Products 

Bioenergy & Energy 
Alternatives 

Methyl Bromide 
Alternatives 

http:www.ars.usda.gov
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• 	 Water Quality & 
Management 

• 	 SoilResource 
Management 

• 	 Ai r Qua lity 
• 	 Global Change 
• 	 Rangeland, Pasture & 

Forages 
• 	 Manure & Byprod~ct 

Uti lizati on 

• 	 Integrated Agri cu IturaL.., 

Systems 	 .. ~.", \ 
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Crop Production, Pro ct 

V~lue, and Safety 


• 	 Plant, Microbial & Insect 

Germplasm Conservation & 

Development 


• 	 Plant Biological & Mol~cular 

Processes 
.... 

00 

• 	 Plant Diseases 

• 	 Crop Protection & 

Quarantine 


• 	 Crop Production 

• 	 New Uses, Quality & 

Marketability of Plant & 

Animal Products 


• 	 Bioenergy & ~nergy 

Alternatives 
 / 
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Animal Production, 

Product Value, and Safety 
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• 	 Food Animal Production 

• 	 Animal Health 

• 	 Arthropod Pests of Animals 
and Humans 

• 	 Anima l Well-Being and 
Stress Control Systems 

• 	 Aquaculture 

• 	 Human Nutrition 

• 	 Food Safety (animal & plant 
products) 
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Role of National Program Staff 
• Maintain relevance 

of research program 
through: 
- Priority setting 

- Budget development 
o '" 

- Program analysis 

- Reporting to 
Congress an~ 
stakeholders 

- Program 
coordination 
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Sets Research Priorities 
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• Stakeholder 

I\) 

input
... 

• Program 
planning cycle 
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Other 
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Scientific 
Community 
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Benefits of National Programs 


~Coordination 

~ 	 ~Communication 

~Empowerment 
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National Program Rationale 


When not working together nor fO'cused on 
common objectives, various efforts yield small 
improvements, but significant improvement is 

~ not realized. 
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National Program Rationale 


When peo,ple work together and 
pursue common objectives,small 
improvements yield significant 

en improve~ent.'" 

~ ~ ... ... 
significant improvement 
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Process 


• 	 Verify scientific 

merit and 

programmatic 

relevance.N 

-...I 

• 	 At least once every 5 

years; Inajority of 

reviewers external 

scientists. 
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. f · Panel o~~anization & 
. . Ice 0 composItIonOffl 

Scient'lefl' c Q' let · Distribution of project .ua I y plans 


Review (OSQR)· · R~view~r instruction and 

'" 	 IS orIentatIonco 

Responsible For: · ~h1:~tribution of results 

• 	 Notifies panelists of the 
Agency response to 
recommendations 

• 	 Ad hoc or re-reviews of 
project plans 
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Information Dissemination and 

Te_chnology Transfer 


~ \g
L 

r:icu It 11 ra' r{cseareh 
• Scientific 

Publications 

• Office of 
Technology 
Transfer 

• National 
Agricu Itu ral 
Library 

• Information Staff 

www.ars. usda.gov 


http:usda.gov
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Cooperative Research and 

Development Agreements 


• 	 300 active 
w 
o agreements 

• 	 Additional operating 
funds for ARS 

• 	 Projects reviewed for 
benefits to pu b~-·---·~. - "' .... 
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