
Meet ASSBT President Nick Klein 
ASSBT welcomes Nick Klein as President for the 2023 Biennial meeting in 
Savannah, Georgia.  
 

Nick is the Director of Engineering for Michigan Sugar Company. He joined the 
company in 2009 as a Process Engineer in Bay City and went on to work as the Bay 
City Factory Superintendent and Factory Manager before taking on his current role. 
 

Nick grew up in northern Michigan and graduated from Ferris State University in 2003 
with two bachelor's degrees - one in Mechanical Engineering and one in Product 
Design Engineering.  
 

Nick's professional career started in 2003 in Detroit as a Product Engineer in the 
automotive sector of Lear Corporation. His first two years were spent in a college 
graduate-in-training program through which he was exposed to various departments 
inside the company. Upon completion, he chose to work for the company in Japan 
and later worked in Mexico. 
 

Nick currently serves as President of the American Society of Sugar Beet 
Technologists. He is currently enrolled at Central Michigan University where he is 
pursuing his master’s degree in business administration. 
 

Nick and his wife Megan have three children - Cayla, Kate, and Beckett. The family 
enjoys downhill skiing, boating, and a variety of other outdoor activities. 
 

President Klein may be contacted at Nick.Klein@michigansugar.com.   
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Welcome ASSBT Members And Past Meeting 
Attendees!                                                      
We are excited to kick off our 1

st
 Biannual ASSBT newsletter this month.  Here, you 

can find information about upcoming events and activities within ASSBT. Mark your 
calendars for the 2023 ASSBT Biennial meeting, February 27 – March 2, 2023, in 
Savannah, Georgia.  Preparations for the ASSBT meeting are underway, and we 
look forward to welcoming you to this wonderful city in the southern U.S.  There will 
be more details to follow in the coming months.                                                
Thank you for your continued support of ASSBT, and we hope you enjoy the 
newsletter.                                                                                                      

Sincerely,                                                                                                               
Nick Klein                                                                                                      
President, ASSBT 

Visit Savannah                                    
A Note from Stephanie Muehler — Visit Savannah  

Mark your calendar for February 27 – March 2, 2023, for the American 
Society of Sugar Beet Technologists (ASSBT) 42

nd
 Biennial Meeting in 

Savannah, Georgia!  While you’re here, immerse yourself in art, historic 
architecture, coastal cruising, and haunted history set under a veil of 
Spanish moss.  Start exploring Savannah now!  Click or scan below. 

                                              
 
 
 
 
 

2023  BIENNIAL ASSBT MEETING NEWS 

ASSBT NEWSLETTER 

 Please Note 
 

       

 

              

            The 
 
42

nd 
Biennial meeting will be 

            held at the Hyatt Regency Savan-
nah, Set among the shops of River Street, 

this upmarket hotel overlooking the Sa-
vannah River is also one mile from both 
the Savannah Historic District and Forsyth 
Park.  
 
Registration for the 42

nd
 Biennial 

ASSBT Meeting will begin in Novem-
ber.  You will receive an email with a 
link to register for the event. 

mailto:Nick.Klein@michigansugar.com
mailto:nick.klein@michigansugar.com?subject=Newsletter%20Vol.%201%20Issue%201%20Correspondence%20
https://www.visitsavannah.com/
https://www.visitsavannah.com/
https://bsdf-assbt.org/assbt-home/


Click On Me For A             

Printable PDF of  The 

Meeting Schedule 

42
nd

  Biennial ASSBT Meeting Schedule  
 

Please see below for the upcoming schedule for the Biennial meeting in  Savannah, GA.  The 
meeting kicks off at the President’s reception on Monday and ends after the Banquet on Thursday.  

Monday – February 27 
 

9:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. 
Registration 

8:30 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. 
    USDA-ARS / Industry Meeting 
1:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
    Crop Germplasm Committee 
3:30 P.M. – 5:00 P.M 
    USDA-ARS All-Hands Meeting 
1:30 P.M. – 3:30 P.M.  
    B SDF Board of Directors Meeting 
3:30 P.M. – 4:30 P.M. 
    Program Committee Meeting 
6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. 

President’s Reception 

Tuesday – February 28 
 

6:30 A.M. – 9:00 A.M.  
Coffee 

8:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 
Registration 

9:00 A.M. – Noon 
General Session 

1:30 P.M. – 3:30 P.M. 
    Joint Forums 
4:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M. 
    Poster Session Social 

Wednesday – March 1 
 

6:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M.  
Coffee 

8:00 A.M. – Noon 
           Section A 
           Section B 
           Section C 
1:15 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
    Section A 
           Section B 
           Section C 
3:30 P.M. – 5:00 P.M. 
    Section A 
           Section B 
           Section C 

Thursday – March 2 
 

6:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M.  
Coffee 

8:00 A.M. – Noon 
           Section A 
           Section B 
           Section C 
1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M. 
         Free Afternoon 
6:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M. 

Reception 
7:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.                     
    Banquet and  
    Awards Program 

2023 ASSBT Biennial Membership Dues & Meeting Fees  

Type Category Membership Dues Meeting Fees Total 

Non-member Individual  $               -  $           750  $           750 

 Student/Post-doc  $               -  $           375  $           375 

  Retiree Attendee  $               -  $           375  $           375 

Member Individual  $           250  $           400  $           650 

 Sustaining (Company)  $           900   $           900 

  Honorary  $               -  $           375  $           375 

Guest* Guest  $               -  $             80  $             80 
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Friday– March 3 
 

8:00 A.M. – 12:00 PM.  
   ASSBT Board of 
   Directors Meeting 

ASSBT MEMBERSHIP 
Membership is paid during registration at our Biennial meetings.  

If you are unable to make the meeting and still want to be a member,  
please contact the office.  303.832.4460  or email Heidi Giles at:  heidi@bsdf-assbt.org 

*Guest fees cover evening activities (Mon-Wed).  Banquet fees are separate.                      

file:///S:/Aimee/My Documents/ASSBT General/Newsletters - ASSBT/2022/August 2022 Newsletter/2023 ASSBT BIENNIAL MEETING SCHEDULE OVERVIEW.pdf
file:///S:/Aimee/My Documents/ASSBT General/Newsletters - ASSBT/2022/August 2022 Newsletter/2023 ASSBT BIENNIAL MEETING SCHEDULE OVERVIEW.pdf
file:///S:/Aimee/My Documents/ASSBT General/Newsletters - ASSBT/2022/August 2022 Newsletter/2023 ASSBT BIENNIAL MEETING SCHEDULE OVERVIEW.pdf
https://bsdf-assbt.org/assbt-home/
mailto:heidi@bsdf-assbt.org


 
The ASSBT wishes to recognize those who have impacted the beet sugar industry.  Below is a 
brief description of the ASSBT Award categories:  
 
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP AWARD.  An individual who has rendered outstanding service to the 
beet sugar industry or has by virtue of scientific accomplishments acquired the admiration and 
respect of this Society.   
 
MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD.  An individual who has been outstanding in promoting the 
objectives of the Society or has made significant contributions to the beet sugar industry will be 
considered for this award. 
 
FORTY-YEAR VETERAN AWARD.  Individuals completing forty years of service to the beet sugar 
industry are eligible for the Forty-Year Veteran Award.   
 
SAVITSKY AWARD. The Savitsky award is the highest award available from the Society.  There 
are no specific criteria for this award.   

2023 IIRB Meeting Update   
 

The 78th Biennial International Institute of Sugar Beet Research (IIRB) Congress was held in Mons, Bel-
gium from June 21-23.  Anna Murphy, Executive Vice President of ASSBT, attended the meeting in person, 
and Dr. Melvin Bolton, Immediate Past President of ASSBT, virtually presented his latest research on the 
complex genetics of DMI fungicide resistance in Cercospora beticola.  Presentation topics included virus 
yellows, advances in breeding, genetics, and phenotyping, and the current and future economic, environ-
mental, and climate outlook in Europe.  More information on becoming a member of IIRB can be found by 
clicking here IIRB MEMBERSHIP. 

Pictures from 
IIRB 2022 

 
 

More information regarding the award nominations and call for papers was sent via email on August 18
th
.  Please 

contact, Heidi Giles at: heidi@bsdf-assbt.org for more information. 
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      Vice President             Executive V.P. 
       Mike Metzger                Anna Murphy 

 

       Secretary-Treasurer             Immediate  
           Thomas Peters              Past President 
                                                  Melvin Bolton 

Amalgamated Sugar Company                                                                                            Boise, ID 
American Crystal Sugar Company                                                                              Moorhead, MN 
Bayer CropScience, LLC                                                                       Research Triangle Park, NC 
Germains                                                                                                                            Fargo, ND 
DLF Beet Seed, LLC                                                                                                         Halsey, OR 
Hydrite Chemical Company                                                                                         Milwaukee, WI 
KWS Seeds, LLC                                                                                                        Shakopee, MN 
Lantic, Inc                                                                                                     Vancouver, BC, Canada 
Michigan Sugar Company                                                                                                Bay City, MI 
Minn-Dak Farmers Cooperative                                                                                   Wahpeton, ND 
SESVanderHave                                                                                                                 Fargo, ND 
Sidney Sugars Incorporated                                                                                              Sidney, MT 
Southern Minnesota Beet Sugar Cooperative                                                                 Renville, MN 
Western Sugar Cooperative                                                                                             Denver, CO 
Wyoming Sugar Company, LLC                                                                                     Worland, WY 

ASSBT SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

————WE ARE ASSBT———— 
The objectives of the American Society of Sugar Beet Technologist (ASSBT) are 
to foster all phases of sugar beet and beet sugar research, to promote the dis-
semination of resultant scientific knowledge, to strive to maintain high standards 
of ethics, and to cooperate with other organizations having objectives beneficial to 
the beet sugar industry. 
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ASSBT OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 

         President    
       Nick Klein 

Click on a member company to visit their website and learn more. 

Great Lakes Region—Brian Groulx                    

Eastern Rocky Mt. Region—Kimberly Webb        

Canada Region—Jay Anderson                                   

Intermountain Region—Oliver Neher 

Pacific Coast Region—Shelby Drye        

North Central Region—Joe Hastings             

Agriculture at Large—Mark Bloomquist 

Processing at Large—Scott Kahre 

https://bsdf-assbt.org/assbt-home/
mailto:mmetzger@mdf.coop?subject=Inqyiry%20from%20Newsletter%20Vol.%201%20Issue%201
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mailto:thomas.j.peters@ndsu.edu?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter%20Vol.%201%20Issue%201
mailto:brian.groulx@michigansugar.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter%20Vol.%201%20Issue%201
mailto:kimberly.webb@usdf.gov?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter%20Vol.%201%20Issue%201
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mailto:jhastings@crystalsugar.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter%20Vol.%201%20Issue%201
mailto:skahre@castlemtntech.onmicrosoft.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Newsletter%20Vol.%201%20Issue%201
https://www.amalgamatedsugar.com/
https://www.crystalsugar.com/
https://www.bayer.com/en/agriculture
https://germains.com/us/
https://dlfbeetseed.com/
https://www.hydrite.com/
https://www.kws.com/us/en/products/sugarbeet/seed-processing/
https://www.lanticrogers.com/
https://www.michigansugar.com/
http://www.mdf.coop/
https://www.sesvanderhave.com/
http://www.sidneysugars.com/
https://www.smbsc.com/
https://www.westernsugar.com/
https://wyomingsugar.com/
https://bsdf-assbt.org/assbt-home/
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ASSBT Office  

800 Grant Street, Suite #300 
Denver, CO 80203 

 
Click for directions 

DON’T MISS A BEET 
Important Dates 

AUGUST 

18 
Call For:                                                                                                                        

Papers, Posters                                                                                            

Call For Award Nominations:                                                                                

Savitsky, Honorary, Meritorious, 40-year Veteran          

OCTOBER 

21 
Submissions Due For:                                                                                                                        

Abstracts and Titles for Papers and Posters                                                                                           

NOVEMBER 

1 
Award Nominations Due For:                                                                                                                        

Savitsky, Honorary, Meritorious, 40-year Veteran                                                          

Be On The Lookout For:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       - 

- 42
nd

 Biennial ASSBT Meeting links to Registration and Additional Information.                                 

- ASSBT Ballot For Election of Officers. 

February 

27 42
nd

  BIENNIAL ASSBT MEETING BEGINS 

                   Click the Journal to read the 

      most recent articles or sift through 

past articles, proceedings, and awards. 

 

The ASSBT Journal committee and staff 

are currently working on updating the 

JSBR appearance and design.  We will 

keep you updated on our progress.  

CONTACT US 

Office: 303-832-4460 

Anna Murphy-Executive Vice President        

anna@bsdf-assbt.org 

Heidi Giles-Administrative Assistant            

heidi@bsdf-assbt.org 

Sarah Newton-Office Assistant                    

frontdesk@bsdf-assbt.org 

BEET DEETS 

https://bsdf-assbt.org/assbt-home/
https://twitter.com/assbt_bsdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Beet+Sugar+Development+Foundation/@39.7292964,-104.9853872,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x876c7ed79aa034f5:0x580097d8e3690b2d!8m2!3d39.7292925!4d-104.9833215
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Beet+Sugar+Development+Foundation/@39.7292964,-104.9853872,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x876c7ed79aa034f5:0x580097d8e3690b2d!8m2!3d39.7292925!4d-104.9833215
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Beet+Sugar+Development+Foundation/@39.7292964,-104.9853872,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x876c7ed79aa034f5:0x580097d8e3690b2d!8m2!3d39.7292925!4d-104.9833215
https://bsdf-assbt.org/jsbr/volume-58/
mailto:anna@bsdf-assbt.org?subject=contact%20via%20newsletter%20Vol%201%20Issue%201
mailto:heidi@bsdf-assbt.org?subject=contact%20via%20newsletter%20Vol%201%20Issue%201
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